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CALENDAR
November 23 - Thursday
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Museum Closed

È
November 25 - Saturday
37th Annual Holiday Arts
& Crafts Faire
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

È
December 4- Monday
MUSEUM DECORATION
9:00 a.m. - Noon

È
December 9- Saturday
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

È
December 25 - Monday
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Museum closed
December 23 - January 1

È
January 1 - Monday
Happy New Year!

È È È

VALLEY HISTORY
Undaunted Courage: 50 Years of The Friends of the Library
by Roxie Grant Lapidus
Grassroots movements are quintessentially American. We see a need for
something, we gather a few like-minded people around our kitchen table, we
make a plan, then roll up our sleeves and get to work. This kind of initiative
has been behind our local library and its fairy godmother, The Friends of the
Carpinteria Library, from the get-go. As I read through the Friends’ archives,
I was struck by the obstacles they encountered, the high hopes often followed
by crushing disappointments. But each time, the phoenix rose from the
ashes—sometimes literally. Over their 50 years, the Friends have epitomized
Winston Churchill’s three-sentence commencement address: “Never give up.
Never give up. Give up, never.” The beginnings of the Library itself were
marked by this same gritty determination.

One of the First Branch Libraries in the State
he Carpinteria Valley in 1850 was a thicket of willows and oaks, with a
few adobes clustered around Santa Monica creek. Forty years later, by the
1890s, the land had been cleared for farming by newcomers from the
Midwest, the South, and the Eastern US. The railroad stopped at the foot of
Linden Ave., and there were stores, churches, and schools. Most families lived
in frame houses around the valley, on their farms. “A woman’s work is never
done” was the watchword of the day; in addition to daily chores and childrearing, women’s weekdays each had their particular task: washing, ironing,
baking, sewing, canning and more. But by the mid-1890s, a group of women
in the valley yearned for something more. Something like the refinements and
culture they remembered “Back East,” which now seemed like a distant
dream. Historian Georgia Stockton describes how in 1894, Belle Oglesby
Franklin “set the wheels in motion” by “taking Mrs. Ed Thurmond and Mrs.
Emma G. Marquis with her in her buggy, to call on women whose tastes ran
along such lines, and invited them to meet for organization.”
Sixteen women became charter members of The Carpinteria Literary
Club. Like many of today’s book clubs, the ladies met at each other’s houses
once a month and talked about literature, as well as history and current events.
They read a lot of Shakespeare’s plays, and so the club was often referred to
as “The Shakespeare Club.” Four years later the Literary Club and the local
Fortnightly Club together put up $70 to buy the Dudley Warner Library of Best
Literature. They made the volumes available to the public at no charge, “as a
nucleus of a library of larger growth, for we are fostering the hope that it may
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some day lead to the erection of a hall and library building
that will be a credit to our club and an ornament to the
valley.”
“Hope” is
n oth in g if n ot
followed by action.
In 1901 the Literary
Club became the
Carpinteria
Woman’s Club, and
began raising
mon ey for th e
dreamed-of town
hall. Frances
(“Frankie”) Ellery The Carpinteria Woman’s Club met at Rose
later reminisced Lescher’s home in 1904 to discuss the publication of
about those early a cookbook to benefit the club as well as raise funds
the Town Hall Association, which would later
fund-raising days: for
house Carpinteria’s first library. Carpinteria Museum
“You can hardly archives photo.
image the hundreds
of hours we spent in those early days—those horse and
buggy days—toiling over those wood stoves—each to turn
out her favorite dishes. One of mine happened to be Miss
Emmeline [Walker’s] Boston Brown Bread, steamed in
baking powder cans, to sell at 5 cents per can to raise
money as a nucleus for a library, town hall, and Club
house—a something for community betterment and
happiness.”
Other organizations like the Knights of Pythias were
also working toward a community center, and a “Carpinteria
Town Hall Association” was formed. By spring of 1906 “the
Hall” was completed. It was a 2-storey wooden building on
Linden Ave., where the Masonic building now stands (on
the north side of the Smart & Final parking lot). The
Woman’s Club moved into its new quarters on the second
floor, bought a bookcase, and established their lending
library. In order to help pay off the mortgage on the
building, Woman’s Club member Rose Lescher headed a
committee to assemble a Cook Book of Home Tried Recipes
by the Women of the Carpinteria Valley in order to
“increase the number of dollars in the treasury of the
Carpinteria Town Hall Association.” More than 130 women
contributed recipes, and the ladies solicited ads from local
businesses to finance publication. Several copies of the first
edition (1909) of this cookbook are still prized possessions
among descendants in the valley.
In 1909 Santa Barbara was designated as the future site
of the County library. According to historic documents, “On
Nov. 8, 1910, the first branch library was opened in
California where a local library, founded by the Carpinteria
Woman’s Club, had been functioning for several years.”
Recent information indicates that Carpinteria was one of
several branches that opened in 1910, and thus not
necessarily the first, but certainly among the first. It was
recognized 7 years before the opening of the Santa Barbara
Library, which is celebrating its centennial this year. On the
second floor of the Town Hall, Miss Jessie McLean acted as
librarian, on a salary of 25 cents an hour. (She was the
younger sister of Bert McLean, remembered today for his
photos of early local scenes like the famous Grapevine,
which were printed up as postcards.) This was the “nucleus
of a library of larger growth” dreamed of by the members
of the Woman’s Club.

“The Fiercest Fire Since the San Francisco Earthquake”
n December, 1911, the fledgling Carpinteria Valley News
reported:
Carpinteria Town Hall Burns, Loss is Close to Nine
Thousand Dollars
“Last Friday afternoon [Dec. 15] at a few minutes
before four o’clock a man in a buggy dashed down Linden
Ave. shouting the information that the Hall was on fire. In
his wake and running in the opposite direction went a crowd
of men headed for the scene. The blaze was in the second
story back near the kitchen chimney, but the smoke was so
dense and stifling that it was impossible to get at the flames
with the chemicals. Several men who tried it were almost
overcome. In a few moments the fire had eaten through the
floor and was running down the partition between the stage
and the kitchen on the first floor. The water at the building
was turned off and the chemicals were ineffective, and it was
evident that the Hall was doomed. In 30 minutes from the
time the men reached the scene, the last of the framework
fell. A fellow standing by remarked that it was the ‘prettiest
and fiercest fire’ he had seen since the San Francisco
earthquake.
“The Hall was the meeting place of the Knights of
Pythias Lodge, the Royal Neighbors, the Woodmen, the
Fraternal Brotherhood, and the Woman’s Club. Practically
everything belonging to all of these organizations was
destroyed. The Town Hall was owned by the Carpinteria
Town Hall Association, which was organized as a stock
company. It cost about $7,000. There was $3,000 insurance.
After paying a mortgage of $1,400, there will remain $1,600
with which to start a fund for a new building.”
Time to roll up sleeves again! The new edition of the
Carpinteria cookbook had come off the press just days
before the fire. An item in the Carpinteria Valley News on
Dec. 22, 1911 gave this advice: “The Town Hall Association
has on hand the new edition of the Cook Book which has
been so popular. Buy a copy. Hand over a five dollar bill or
the largest piece of money you have on hand and don’t ask
any change. They need the money for that new Town Hall.”
A separate item read: “Please return the books you have
from the Woman’s Club Library to the Post Office, which
will be headquarters for the present.” But obviously it
would take more than cookbook sales and bake sales to
finance the rebuilding.
True to their name, the Knights of Pythias came
galloping to the rescue. The Knights were the major
stockholders in the Town Hall Association, and they
proposed to assume all assets and liabilities of the
Association, which would be dissolved. They would then
construct a brick building, and would guarantee space to the
various lodges and the Woman’s Club. This was accepted,
and the Knights (“K of P”) launched into their own fundraising efforts, which were on a grander scale than the
ladies’ bake sales. Young bachelor Orrin Hales kept a diary,
and on the 4th of July, 1912, he wrote: “We got started for
the barbecue and picnic in Franklin’s Canyon about 10 a.m.
...The barbecue was under the management of the Knights of
Pythias Lodge, and was for the benefit of the new hall being
built by the K.P. Lodge. They had a dancing floor about 20’
by 40’, ice cream, candy, cigars, lemonade, and all the
refreshments a person could wish. Dick Morris had a bunch
of dolls for the boys, or anybody, to throw at with baseballs,
3 balls for 5 cents. Barbecued meat was ready about 12
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o’clock. They charged 25 cents for meat, coffee, and French
bread. Aunt Laura [Mrs. Simeon Shepard] and family ate
with our crowd, so there were quite a few of us. In the
afternoon I danced about 5 dances, smoked cigars, and
watched a few foot races. Dancing cost 5 cents per dance. I
estimated there were about 400 people at the barbecue.”
While the new brick Town Hall was a-building, the
Library was temporarily opened in the Sunday School room
of the Presbyterian Church, Tuesdays and Saturdays. The
books were moved back to the Woman’s Club quarters at
the new Town Hall in early 1913. For a while in the early
1930s the Library was moved to a rented bungalow-style
building on the McLean property on Carpinteria Ave., a few
lots west of the historic Torrey Pine. When the Woman’s
Club moved into its own clubhouse on Vallecito Road in
1934, the Library moved there. Finally, in 1936, it moved to
its present spot, when the County built the Veteran’s
Memorial Building complex on Walnut and Carpinteria
Avenues.

3

Book Sales & Dreams
he Friends aimed to augment the Library’s meager
budget, and to put on enrichment programs. In the early
years they invited local authors and illustrators to make
presentations, including cartoonist Dan Spiegel (Mary
Worth comic strip), Don Freeman (Corduroy), and
Campbell Grant (Rock Paintings of the Chumash). For
fundraisers, they put on spaghetti dinners and rummage
sales. But used book sales were an obvious activity. The
first one was held on the Library’s lawn in July 1968, and
netted $134. Books were sold by the inch—that is, James
Michener’s Hawaii would cost more than The Cat in the
Hat. (A memorable review of a Michener tome cautioned,
“Don’t drop it on your toe!”) Being a book-loving crowd,
the Friends cleverly advertised their books as “Twice-Sold
Tales”—a tip of the hat to Nathaniel Hawthorne’s TwiceTold Tales. The sale became an increasingly profitable
annual event over the next 19 years. In 1978, Board member
Jayne Caldwell “worked the crowd” of buyers, soliciting
memberships in FOL, and netted nearly $1,000. Lillie
Risdon had retired as head librarian in 1977; Mark King
served as head librarian from 1978-1980; in 1980 Grace
Moyer advanced to head librarian. As for the Friends, in
1985, Thelma Schmidhauser and Gretchen Murray were
FOL Co-Chairs, Katy Meigs was Secretary, and Jean
Bailard was Treasurer. Membership income was $4,000,
while the annual book sale that year netted a disappointing
$400. But a year later, in 1986, thanks to the energy of
Herman and Betty Zittel, the sale netted a record-breaking
$1,300.
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The Carpinteria Library found a permanent home in the Veterans Memorial
Building, as seen here in this rare c.1939 image. No other early photographs
of the library are known. Museum archive photo.

The Friends of the Library
eventy-three years after Belle Franklin gathered ladies to
form the Carpinteria Literary Club, a new generation of
valley residents gathered to start their own grass-roots
organization, to be called “The Friends of the Carpinteria
Library.” In May 1967, when Estelle Hebel invited likeminded people to a meeting, Carpinteria had been a city for
nearly 2 years, and had assumed management of the
Veterans Memorial Building and Library space. Lillie
Risdon was head librarian, assisted by Grace Moyer.
Limited funding for the Library was available from the
County based on “per capita in service district,” and from
the City. But it was not enough. The Friends agreed on their
goals, wrote their bylaws, and elected their Board. J.B.
Popnoe was President, Betty Benson, V.P., Dorothy
Menegon, Secretary, and Karen Risdon, Treasurer.
Membership dues were $1 per year, with sustaining
members paying $5. There were 42 charter members. Early
Friends and board members included Jayne Caldwell,
Dorothy Campbell, Margaret Chisholm, Donna Eliason,
Christine Frontado, Dorothy Gilmour, Blanche Hamilton,
Edna Haug, Shirley Limoli, Janet Johnson, Carole Ledig,
Jessie Marker, Lois McNeil, Dorothy Meigs, Emily &
Bradley Miles, Grace Moyer, Priscilla Pearce (Whittaker),
Thelma Schmidhauser, and Kathy Smith. In 1987, Betty
Zittel did the paperwork for gaining nonprofit status, and the
group opened their first savings account, with $700.

S

The Friends of the Library book sale of 1988 included clowns & balloons to
entice entire families to explore the reading opportunities and adventures
available in their “Twice-Told Tales” used tomes. Photo courtesy Friends of
the Carpinteria Library archive.

That same year, big changes were afoot. The County
was giving up the Justice Court at the western end of the
Library building, and moving it back to Santa Barbara. The
courtroom was “underutilized,” with hearings held only on
Thursday afternoons. The Library and the 350-member
Friends had been anticipating this development for a long
time. Jayne Caldwell wrote in her column in the Carpinteria
Herald in July, 1986, “Friends of the Library are in a state
of excitement, what with the justice court rooms now being
available. For a number of years this group has been
regularly setting aside money for this project if, and when, it
ever came to pass. It has come to pass, and the time is
now!” The proposed changes included expanding into the
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former court offices, but not the courtroom itself, which
would become a multi-purpose room, and would “remain in
the charge of the city,” for “lectures, meetings and theater
productions.” In a throwback to the days of the Woman’s
Club cookbook fundraiser, Jayne ended her column with this
homey touch: “Jean Bailard brought to the meeting a
delicious cake that rivals that of my Aunt Maye’s! If the
enthusiasm it received could be transferred to community
enthusiasm for its new library, success will be guaranteed!”
She then reproduced the recipe for “Jean Bailard’s Double
Chocolate Cake.” Life in a small town!
If the expansion plan could be realized, the Library’s
space would nearly double, and its entrance would move
from Walnut to Carp. Ave. All of this would cost an
estimated $175,000. The Friends had $15,000. The SB
News-Press reported: “At the Carpinteria Library, librarian
Grace Moyer and Gretchen Murray, co-chair [with Thelma
Schmidhauser] of Friends of the Library, are hoping to get
the cramped, 2-room library the breathing room it needs.
They want to double the size of the library by enclosing a
patio, tearing out interior walls, and adding restrooms and
new shelving.” Meanwhile the Carpinteria Herald reported,
“Armed with their newest battle plans, the Friends of the
Carpinteria Library are ready to wage war to raise
$171,000 needed to expand the city’s library.” However,
other local causes were vying for funds, both local and state.
(Indeed, the historical society had just completed a building
fund drive which, with construction completed in 1986,
doubled the size of the museum.) An editorial in the
Carpinteria Herald in July 1986 outlined the situation:
“The Friends of the Carpinteria Library and the
Carpinteria Herald will be watching closely as Senate Bill
2493 moves through the state Assembly this week. […] The
$200 million state bond act would provide money to local
library boards to renovate old buildings and build new ones.
To the Friends, it seems like a bill made in heaven. It offers
relief at a time when they are helping fund a $170,000
renovation project—a big chunk of money to raise in a city
of 11,000 people, who will be faced in the next 12 months
with stepped-up fund-raising efforts from numerous groups.
Organizations are likely to be collecting money for a
community theater, a pier, football field renovation, and a
swimming pool.”
In the Winter 1987 FOL Newsletter, Treasurer Betty
Zittel acknowledged disappointing fundraising news, but
rallied the troops to press on. Senate Bill 2393 had died on
the Assembly floor because “Assembly Republicans argued
that local jails, schools and parks are State responsibilities,
but libraries are local responsibilities. […] It’s up to us
FRIENDS to do it ourselves. […] The $200,000 needed for
remodeling and expansion is not impossible to raise locally.
[…] The Board of Directors voted in Dec. to divert excess
funds from our checking account to the Building Fund. We
now have $20,000 in the Fund, and only need about
$179,000 to start building.”
One key fundraising element had begun in July 1986:
the Book Sale was no longer an annual event, but a weekly
one. Herman Zittel had built shelves in the city-run “MultiPurpose Room,” and buyers and browsers could come every
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Besides the Zittels,
among the Friends who staffed the shop were Shirley
Newman, Ernest & Lucille Schilling, Theresa Callen, Mr. &

Mrs. Charles Zimmerman, Sandra Masonheimer and son
Matthew, Anita Tepper, Chuck & Marilynn Seekins,
Beverly Gailey, Yvette Torres (who still volunteers), and
Susan Williams, the current volunteer co-manager of the
FOL Book Store.
In the fall of 1987, Treasurer Betty Zittel reported that
“Our total funds are about to go over the $31,000 mark.
Plus, our City has earmarked $5,000 for the expansion
project! Our used book salesroom has averaged $67 a week
this summer.” Betty also gratefully listed 14 household
“Donors,” 11 household “Patrons,” and two $1,000 Lifetime
Memberships: Dorothy Meigs, in memory of her husband
Stewart, and Mr. & Mrs. Louis Aresco. The FOL had sold
Avocado Cookbooks at the Festival, and was recycling
newspapers, with their own account at the local recycling
center. The following year, book sales netted more than
$4,000, bringing the Friends’ Building Fund up to $40,000.
From tiny acorns grow mighty oaks!
In 1989 voters passed Proposition 85, which would
give building funds to one library in each county. Long
poised for this moment, Carpinteria was one of the first to
apply. It seemed like a done deal. An article in South Coast
Community Newspapers reported in Jan. 1990: “According
to Friends of the Carpinteria Public Library treasurer Betty
Zittel, more than a targeted $225,000 has been raised. The
Friends raised $63,000, the City is giving $20,000, and the
state should provide another $146,000 under Prop. 85.” But
in May came a blow: the State announced that priority
would be given to fast-growing areas and to main libraries,
not branches. Further, renovation money must go for
handicapped access and earthquake retrofits; it could not be
used for the expansions the Friends had in mind. Stung,
Betty Zittel wrote to State Assemblyman Jack O’Connell, “I
feel we’ve been somewhat betrayed. We’ve worked diligently
for 4 years raising funds and supporting Senator Keene’s
Prop 85. We were encouraged by City and County
representatives, only to be told that the interpretation of the
new law excludes our much needed expansion.” Two
months later she wrote to the director of the Main Library in
Santa Barbara, listing her 7 recent letters to state and local
officials, and concluding, “My problem with all this is that I
am merely a concerned citizen and volunteer, willing to do
what I’m able (but getting weary) to see an improvement in
our library service and facilities. That must be in someone’s
Job Description. Let’s find out who that is.” In 1993 Betty
passed the treasurer’s position to Bob Judell, and turned her
full attention to the Book Store, whose prime mover was her
husband, Herman Zittel.

A Dream Comes True, Briefly
ltimately, the Friends of the Library proceeded with the
remodel on their own. They had more than $70,000 in
their building fund, and the City had allocated $25,000.
Bradley Miles served as volunteer project supervisor,
getting bids from contractors and guiding the project
through permitting. $75,000 was spent on the expansion;
$20,000 was spent on new books. Joannne Schoenfeld was
president of the Friends during this process; Emily Miles
was Secretary, Claudia & Dick Herczog were volunteer
coordinators, and Nadia van Wingerden was in charge of the
tile project, honoring major donors. In May 1993, the
Friends !CELEBRATED! with a party for the dedication of
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the “Carpinteria Library Renovation/Expansion” and to
honor Grace Moyer on her retirement, after 28 years of
service. Major donors and “construction participants” were
thanked, including the Rotary Club and the Hal Wallis
Foundation. It was a red-letter day.
Less than 8 months later, on the morning of Jan. 25,
1994, the community awoke to discover that the Library had
been broken into and set afire by a deranged arsonist. The
blaze had been burning “for some time” when it was
reported to the Fire Dept. at 4:15 a.m. It was extinguished in
15 minutes. A 31-year-old Goleta woman in the crowd of
onlookers admitted to having broken in, doused the building
with gasoline, and set it afire. “Books are evil!” she
proclaimed, as she was arrested. “They contradict each
other!” Ultimately, she was deemed mentally ill and so did
not go to prison; her family paid $10,000 in reparations.

The paint had barely dried on the newly renovated library when, in the early
morning hours of January 25, 1994, a mentally ill woman shouting “Books
are evil!” set fire to the library, destroying over a third of the books.
Photo courtesy of Friends of the Carpinteria Library archive.

The fire had started in the children’s wing, which was
the most heavily damaged. The Carpinteria Herald
reported, “The interior of the library was a charred, smelly
mess, as soggy, scorched piles of what were once books
were being cleaned out, along with burned furniture and
carpeting. Besides being filled with books, the library also
had wood paneling and a raised wood floor, which burned
quickly, according to Fire Chief Norm Kneeland. The
plaster ceiling and Spanish-style bricks did resist the flames,
however, so there was not much structural damage done to
the county-owned building.” It was estimated that “at least a
third of the library’s 6,400-book collection was lost in the
fire.”
Response from all ages in the community was
immediate. Main School students organized a bake sale and
rummage sale that raised $705. Canalino students launched
a drive to collect pennies. Young dancers put on a benefit
“Dance-a-Thon” at the Community Church, which included
sales of baked goods, books, and rummage. At the Hallmark
store, owner Nancy Mayer posted a banner: “Have a Heart.
10% of Valentine Purchases to Benefit Library Fund.” The
Santa Barbara youth theater group “Showstoppers” put on a
benefit production at the Plaza Theater. Katy Meigs, FOL
president at the time of the fire, later recalled, “There was an
earthquake during the performance. The kids just paused a
moment, and then carried on.” Sixty new members joined
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the Friends of the Library, and member donations in those
first weeks after the fire rose to around $16,000. The Central
Library sent the Bookmobile, which was parked on Walnut
Ave., where it would remain for 6 long months. By June, 2
temporary buildings were set up in the City’s Parking Lot 3,
near the RR tracks. “When I saw this place, I thought I had
died and gone to heaven” said library clerk Beverly Lopez.
Fellow clerk Sandy Kelsey “clapped her hands in
anticipation of her story-telling chores as 1,571 new
children’s books were delivered Friday, among 4,000
expected that day.” The temporary quarters would serve for
another 14 months.

The Phoenix Rises Again
he County had insurance on the building, with a $10,000
deductible. The Friends’ Annual Report in May 1994
concluded, “The past year has seen soaring spirits and
dashed dreams. Overall, we believe that the co-operative
effort of the Friends, the community and public agencies
will lead to a fine re-built and expanded facility with an upto-date book collection.” The “expansion” referred to was
into the former multi-purpose room, which the Friends had
longed dreamed of transforming into an after-school
homework center with computers and an FOL-hired
supervisor. The reference to “public agencies” was the
Friends’ upcoming 3rd attempt to secure government funding
through a ballot measure. Their Measure H, a “Special
Library Assessment District,” was scheduled to be on the
local ballot in Nov. 1995. In the meantime, the Friends
pledged $80,000 for the upcoming renovation and
expansion, beyond the insurance payout.
1994, the year of the great fire, was exactly 100 years
after the Carpinteria Literary Club was founded. For some,
1994 was the Carp Library’s true centennial, rather than
2010, 100 years after it was acknowledged as one of the
state’s first branch libraries. In Dec. 1994, an editorial read,
“It might be called ‘The Little Library that Could.’ Survive,
that is. The Carpinteria Branch of the Santa Barbara Public
Library is celebrating its 100th year. Unfortunately, the
celebration is happening in a temporary facility, due to the
work on an arsonist in January. But misfortune did not stop
the Library in the past, and hasn’t now. The Friends of the
Carpinteria Public Library merely buckled down again to
raise money to replace the burned books and structure. The
group has already raised $80,000 to supplement the
county’s reconstruction budget, and hopes to reopen the
library in the spring.. […] Katy Meigs, chairwoman of the
Friends of the Library, hailed the community’s esprit de
corps: ‘It’s sort of a pioneer spirit—a get-down-and-just-doit spirit. Because it’s a small town, we can work
cooperatively.’ Indeed they can. The library is a testament
to the town’s faith and commitment in the face of adversity.”
In September 1995, the Coastal View News reported,
“The eyes of librarians Bev Lopez, Roberta Kimmel and
Sandy Kelsey sparkled as nearly 400 people visited the
Carpinteria Branch Library on Saturday morning,
September 9, to mark the reopening of the facility 19 months
after a devastating fire. […] Once inside, be it for
browsing, choosing a specific read, or perusing a magazine
or newspaper while sitting at a table, there is a feeling of
‘all is right with the world.’ ”
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The “Floating Bookstore” Finds a Home
ook Store sales were the Friends’ mainstay. In
November, Measure H had failed by slim margin (63%
in favor, just short of the necessary 2/3 majority). The
Friends needed to keep earning money. But starting in 1993,
the Book Store had begun its gypsy-like period, which
would last for more than 7 years. Forced to vacate the multipurpose room even before the fire, it now moved from one
vacant storefront to another, as other businesses moved in

B

The Shepard Place storefront was an ideal space for the used book store &
gallery. Tireless volunteer Herman Zittel, left, and Priscilla Pearce (Whittaker)
display art works for sale. Photo courtesy FOL archive.

and out. Property owners like Michael Towbes would allow
the group rent-free space until a paying tenant turned up.
“We moved up and down those storefronts in Shepard’s
Place,” recalls store manager Herman Zittel. “For shelves,
we used those black plastic crates. We’d stack them on their
sides and fasten them together with twist-ties. When it was
time to move, we’d take them apart, and go to the next
place.” In 7+ years, Herman and his devoted helpers moved
a back-breaking 5 times. When the new space was smaller
than the old one, a bargain-basement sale would precede the
move.
Patty Manuras, long-time volunteer at the Book Store,
remembers the most difficult site—“the cave” in the 900
block of Linden Ave. “It was a tiny, windowless space down
a hallway, past a realty operation on the left, and a clothing
store on the right. The hallway ran all the way to the back
parking lot, where there was the rear entrance to a bar that
was on the back right, just opposite our space.” (“That was
‘Moon Doggy’s,’ recalls Patty’s husband Harry.) Patty
continues, “We were entitled to a small area of window
space on Linden, and Pat Durham would decorate it. But
not too many people wanted to venture down that long hall.
It was dim and dirty.” (“It was Calcutta,” Harry adds.)
But there was light at the end of this dark tunnel. The
City eventually acquired the “Seaside Building” to the west
of the Library, and in 2009 they agreed to rent it to the

Friends of the Library. A permanent home at last! One with
windows and light, and surrounded by a pocket park. It was
beyond anyone’s wildest dreams. Herman Zittel recalls,
“The woman who owns Chaucer’s Bookstore called me up.
They were getting new shelving, and offered us their old
ones. So, with many trips of the pickup, we brought them
down. I think they’re still being used.” The store opened in
August 2010. Now, 7 years later, it is open 6 days a week,
10 a.m. – 4 p.m., and 7 days a week in summer. “It’s
become a tourist destination,” says Patty Manuras. “People
walk over from the State Beach Park and buy paperbacks to
read. Other out-of-towners come here specifically for our
bookstore.” The FOL Book Store is staffed by around 70
volunteers, under the heroic leadership of volunteer
managers Susan Williams and April Ueoka. Between
memberships and Book Store sales, the Friends now
contribute about $60,000 per year to the Carpinteria Library.
“We are their main lifeline,” Patty says. “Among other
things, we enable them to be open more hours than they
would be without us.”
Baker & Taylor, the world’s largest book distributor,
annually recognizes 3 Friends groups nationwide “for
outstanding work in supporting their libraries.” In 2010, the
Friends of the Carpinteria Library was one of the winners of
a $1,000 Baker & Taylor Award, alongside Friends groups
in the Ivy League town of Princeton, NJ (population
16,000), and Salt Lake City, UT (population 193,744).
Thanks to dedicated volunteers, we are indeed “The Little
Library that Could”!

The Seaside Building, formerly a part of the Seaside Gas Station, served as a
bicycle and boat sales showroom for years, and later as a café and art gallery.
After city purchase and renovation, it became the ideal home for the Friends of
the Carpinteria Library Used Bookstore. Photo postcard courtesy of FOL
archive.

The Friends of the Carpinteria Library celebrated
their 50th birthday earlier this fall, with an “Ice Cream
Social” on the grounds of the Book Store. No doubt the
ladies of the Carpinteria Literary Club would have felt
right at home among the crowd. Happy, Happy 50th
Birthday, dear Friends of the Library! You are our
heroes! È

March 1, 2018
Dear Friends,
We are proud to send you this beautiful tribute to the Friends of the Library, written by local historian
Roxie Grant Lapidus and published in the November/December 2017 issue of The Grapevine, the
newsletter of the Carpinteria Valley Historical Society. You will find it delightful reading and a wonderful
cap to our 50th anniversary year. Our thanks to editor David Griggs for allowing us to share it with you.
As you know, the year 2017 was an eventful one for the Carpinteria Library. We honored our beloved
supervising librarian Tara O’Reilly upon her retirement on March 17. Over 100 came to the library that
day, all dressed in green, to wish her well. Later in the spring we faced some daunting financial challenges
when the Santa Barbara Central Library announced dramatically increased charges for their services in
administering all of the branch libraries. Even with substantial support from the City of Carpinteria and
from the Friends, we would not have been able to maintain our regular hours without an extra emergency
contribution of $75,000 from the county. As we face similar challenges this coming year, we plan to
advocate for new ways to administer and fund our library.
Throughout 2017, the Friends of the Library have generated events large and small to support our library
and raise awareness of its vital contribution to our community. Our spring annual meeting drew a large
turnout for our speaker on the Lone Woman of San Nicolas Island, and the raffle of artist John
Wullbrandt’s wonderful painted Little Free Library (now standing just outside the new Community
Garden!) earned a generous amount. In May we installed another Little Free Library in Wullbrandt Plaza
right downtown, where books are being exchanged daily.
In September we celebrated our 50th anniversary at a grand Ice Cream Social at Seaside Park, attended by
scores of young and old library lovers. We earned foundation grants to fully support our popular Family
Arts program, which provides monthly arts and literacy activities for families. In December, we were
invited to participate in the Lions Club Festival of Trees, which then shared a part of the proceeds with
FOL. Meanwhile, your bookstore volunteers have worked tirelessly to keep the store open for happy
customers six days a week, and seven in summer! The bookstore’s annual earnings have allowed us to
contribute 20-25% of the operating budget of the library each year, and your annual membership dues and
donations help us to purchase new books and to underwrite programs at the library. Thank you!
As well as renewing your membership, here are some other ways you can support your Carpinteria
Library:
• Encourage one friend or neighbor to become a NEW Friend of the Library
• Watch for our soon-to-be-updated website to learn about library and FOLevents:
http://friendsofcarpinterialibrary.org/
• If you are a regular customer at Amazon.com, sign up for Amazon Smile and designate Friends of
the Carpinteria Library to receive a % of your payments.
• Consider donating your good used women’s clothing to our local consignment shop, Twice as
Nice, where owner Jana Smirnova will transfer profits from your sales directly to her “Fund for the
FOL”!
With gratitude from all of the FOL Board of Directors,

Gaby Edwards, Chair
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In Honor of:

SAVE THE DATE!

GABY EDWARDS by Gwen Dawson.
THELMA SCHMIDHAUSER by Suzanne Ahn.

Friends of the Library
Annual Meeting
MAY 16 at 6:00 pm
Carpinteria Community Church Hall
1111 Vallecito Road
Program: Local author Christian Beamish
will speak about his adventures sailing
solo the coast of Baja California in a small
sail boat he built himself—a tale told in his
captivating memoir,
The Voyage of the Cormorant.

In Memory of:
JOLENE DE LISA by Kris McGuire.
DENISE KIGHTLINGER by Jean Bailard; Merry Ellis;
Stephen Kaminski; Peter and Elizabeth Mann; Susan
Skenderian; Brad and Barbara Smith; Linda Zimmerman;
anonymous.
BEVERLY LOPEZ by Elizabeth and Peter Mann.
VIOLA NELSON by Carol Diamond.
PHIL RASTATTER by Wilma Heidenrich; Janet
Westlund; anonymous.
HILDA SEIBERT by Wilma Heidenrich.
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